Come Holy Spivit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

IFI had to-be confined to-one place on earth and had the
choice of ity locaitory I would choose; without o doubt; the
faded; two-cushioned sofa ak the lake: Ity uswally always
avadidalble to-me; even i we have avfull house; because ity too-
short for most aryone else to-stretch out on: There are
definitely some advaniages of being 5° 2

It ity perpendicudar to-the window wilh the best view of
the lake: Your eyes have to-first gage on the stone patio; where
bivdy; ligards; frogs; and dogs usually congregate; thenon
Pwough to-dogwood and pine trees; and finally to-the water.
Ity usuadly the most fun feature to-wakehy for il'y ever
changing: Ofien I try to-tiptoe down the stairs from our
bedroom to-wakch av ssnwise: I never know uniil it shines ity
st light whether we'll have white caps or cadmu Ity ondy then
I can know whai the day s activities might include; whether it
will be av sadding or sunning or slumbering day. Ity like
experiencing a childls Christmas morning delight each time I
have this opportunity.

My choice of all choices; s to-wake up tenw minuies before
sewise; feel my way in the dark down to-the kitchery turn on
the lLight, fix acup of coffee; and thew go-and sit on the “love”
seal and wakdch and wadt for the show to-begin: They are never
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a disappoiridment - always different - bul never disappoiniing:
Of course; I have my favorite versions; but all are acceptadble:

Ity from this vanidage poini that I wail and write to-yowy
Pigrimy today. Ity an wnwsual morning: The whole oulside
world iy engulfed in a thick fog: Occasionally there’ll be days
Wil spoty of fog tn the coves of the lake; and even more
wnsual ave days whew the entive lake iy hidden: Ity unheard
of for the entive envirorunent to-take on an English atmosphere
such as iy now occurving: And a perfect backdyop to-notice the
whole world around all seems more vivid and more alive
somehow.

As I look out ondo-this glorious spring world; where
dogwoods are popping out and butterflies have once more
Laken flight; where birds are singing each one a uniguely
adiferent tune; where yellow jasmine seems to-have been strung
throughout the trees; floating gariand-like from tree to-tree; as

I cannot help but think and rejoice and give thanks to-
the Lord for His creative diversity. And i brings to-mend some
of this year's activities: It has been my delighitfil observation
over the last year to-also- witness and refoice in the richness of
the variety, the grand dversity of Chwisty Church

Il never forget the three traditions undeyr one roof,
which I experienced this past year in Jerusalem ak the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre: Roman Catholic; Eastern Orthodox; and
Ethiopian: Il never forget going to-a Roman Catholic Mass
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Wil au friend - this year - and a Baplist women'’s retreaid with
Ann Bearden - this year. Il never forget having the privilege
of speaking to-three different denominational churches - this
year. Thedecors were varied along with many of the
traditions; butl the reality of the Lving Lovd, Jesus Christ becng
worshipped and proclacmed King was prevalent ineach
instance: Evew inthe cases where there were language and
cultural and societal barviers; I coudd always sense by the
demeanor of the attendees thait Jesus Chvist was becng
worshipped and Horified by those gathered fadhfidl:

Throughout the Church body this decade has beenv
proclacmed the “Decade of Evangelismy ™ but how can we
evangelige to-people of other faiths of we can't eves
communicale orv accept the tradilional differences within our
own body? Asfar as thal goes; often we have a problem
communicaling and accepting our own hometown churches;
even ones localed on the same block:

The Decade of Evangelism: Are we the body uniled
enough through our love of Christ Jesus to-be powerfully calling
others inlo-His dance? Are we allowing for the differences; for
the drumbeatsy or bells or ripples thait each one of our lives
seems to-uniquely produce? The diversily in denominaiions s

Just one morve forious example of our Creator Faiher God and
Fis Son and #is Holy Spirit ak work:

And they Ul know we are Christians by our love; by our

love: Yes; theyll know we are Christiians by our love;” as that
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grand old hymwv goes: I've tried to-siart calching myself when
I beginvasking, “Whai denominaiion are you?” or “Whait
church do-yow atltend?” A better question might be; “Pilgrimy
are yow one of my brothers and sisters in Chwist?” Then we
could possibly get on to-morve imporiant, kingdom-budding
subjects: When I was growing up, there was avpopular pirv worn
by many inowr church that sacd; T AM an Episcopalian:” I
wore mine proudly. Oncel was asked by one of my classmates
whait was av 1.00 azm: Episcopalion.” In other words; did I only
altend church al thes particular hour? She already thought
we were a little weird becoutse we got to-miss school on Good
Fridey, and nobody else did except the Catholics: That pin
wasnw't avrelevant kingdomw budder. Sometimes
denominaiional differences can act as barviers to-the building
- not always; but sometimes: Instead; they should act as grand
avenues in Which we canv individually express our love for our
Lord, Jesus: avernues; ways; pailhs; on our pilgrimages and ouwr
Jowrneys: The denominaiional road we take won't earn or
determine owr elernal home; just as our deeds won't. Its the
One we follow, our Lovd, Jesus Christ, who-has carved that spot
for us:

The good news i thai we ave all Christians; diverse and
uniquely designed: Fach one of us yearns to-worship and
pracse and pray and give thanks and glory to-our Lord God:

Denominaiions allow for diversity. Thail's all well and
good and as it should be; bul they re not meant for divisior:
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We must adl join hands and circle up and dance the dance
that owr Lord, Jesus intended us to-dance to-#is kingdom: Ity
notto-bea “line dance; ” where we're all to-do-the same step ait
the same time: That would be boring and; thank the dear
Lovd; nothing godly has ever had that qualily stuck to-it. So-
walch oul. If we stowt acting alike and looking alike; know
something’s wwong: Diverse; yes: Divided; no: Diverse looks
move like the Divine’s been actively present.

Now, let’s circle up. FHonor your partner. jJoin hands and
circle to-the right. Lets Do-So Do-your partner; then Do-S¢ Do
your neighbor; thenw Promenade yowr partner home: Thaly
where we'ye all to-yearn to-go: We need to-coniinually be suve
that owr partner, owr Life’s Partner; & owr Lovd, Jesus Chvist.
We need continually, daily, hourly, to-check to-be sure that #te

Peace; Pilgrimy peace: “What denominalion are you?”
“What church do-yow attend?” Ol no; I forgot. The question
for the day i5 “Pilgrimy ave yow one of my brothers and sisters
i Chwist?” I hope so: Now, we can go-do-some kingdom
budding together. 7Together may we proclacm our Lord’s Love
lo-the world: Peace:

Yowr scster in Chwist;
Lucy
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