Preccous Pilgrimy

Al the world is avstage: ” Well, it is I hope MacBeitv snwt
playing every night. I donw'tthink I could take it. My husband and
I adtended last night a production of this play. I know i was well
done: I've seen it before and this was the best renddtion I ve thus far
experienced: Bul goodness gracious; s hard to-come down from
the mouniainiop of a church camp retreat, which I altended this
week Wilh three friends to-seecng that tragedy. Awfud; awfid:
“Double; double toil and trouble” witches; the killing of MacBeth's
childreny Llady MacBeth's insane soldloguy, the power hangry
scckness; the sword fights:

Before the play we weni to-the patronw's dinner and the divector
spoke: It was interesting to-hear how he enwisioned thes production:
He said & portrayed the dark side of man: Maybe the exposure to-
‘lightness” over the past four days at camp made my senses more
sensitive to-the davkness:

The deavk and the light of everyday. How do-we deal withv ic?
How do-we cope? IfI found MacBeth - a play - disturbing; whait
about real life situations? Thank the deoar Lord; I didwt read the
newspaper this morning in this sensitive state: If I had I might be
up for days:

Light and dark: Good and evil: The dichotomy of life - not
ondy societad; bul individuad: This idea has stayed with me since the
Bishop s presenialion at camp and I wani to-think more about i.

He said everyone has the davk and the light within thewy “the
shadow side:” This idea we need to-embrace the whole of us; not just
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the good parts: Jesus said in Matthew 22.37-40, “Thow shalt love the
Lord thy God withvall thy heart and withv all thy soul and with all
Py mind: This is the first and great commandment. And the
second iy likened to-it; thow shalt love thy neighbor as thyself-” I
take that to-mean that we can't love others; we can't love others
undess we love ourselves: And ondy by God’s grace; we have to-
embrace the all of ourselves. We can’t “fix” ourselves; ondy our Lord
Jesus Christ cary by His grace; by #His love; and by #iy #Holy Spivit:

That’y gospel talk: Part of the process of healing includes
embracing the whole of owrselves; I believe: Of course; we've notto-
celebrate the dark or brokery but raither to-embrace it
compassionalely. Jesus loves us just as we ave! We arve s beloved
children: It iy ondy that by living in His love and accepting our
Orokenness; our belovedness that we can become who-He meanit us to-
be:

Oftenvover the years; I have found myself “making o list and
checking it twice; gorna find out who’s naughily and nice’” and that
the “naughty and nice’” was wsually me: I ama combo: St. Paul
said i Romans; chapter 7, verses 19 through 25, “For the good that
I wish I do-not do; but'I practice the very evil that' I do-not wish: But
oI am doing the very thing I do-not wisty I am no-longer the one
doing it; but scvy which dwells inme: I find then the principle that
evil is present in me; the one who-wishes to-do-good: For I joyfully
concur Witk the law of Godl in the inner mary but I see a different
law inthe members of my body waging war against the law of my
mind; and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which & in my
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members: Wretlched man that I amd Who-will set me free from the
body of this deaih? Thanks be to-God twough, Jesus Chvist owr Lovd:
So-thery on the one hand; I myself with my mind am serving the law
o Gody buk- on the other hand; with my fleshy the law of scn:”™

Whewn I've made my listsy of plans of how I was going to- fix
Lucy, ” make Lucy perfect for God -- susprise; surprise - I have always
failed and failed miserably. Ity been about condrol: “Lovd; I love
Yowso: I'mvgoing to-make myself perfect. Il get back to-Yow later
when I'mvfixed.” Lovd; forgive: Can yow believe such a mindset?

Conitrol - trying to-control and fix myself- Lord; forgive: Ofien
I've been going about this thing called “holiness” all wrong: Yes; we
are to-be God's holy, set-apartpeople; but it iy ondy out of brokenness;
suvender, and letting go; that this canvoccur; I think:

Inhis talk at the recent retreat, the Bishop suggested genidle
persistence towards ourselves and our changing: I like those two-
words living with each other, “gentie persistence:” It brings to-mind
the cmage of the Prodigal Son - the metanoiay which is the turning
around and the coming back to-the Faiher in brokenhearted
hemility. “Lovd; forgive:” Hedid: Hedoes: It iy aboutlove: It is
about love: It iy always about love - not law.

The Bishop also-talked aboul Jesus’ parable of the tarves and the
wheat. Hesaid the tares; owr sing can become; once reperianily
swvendered; the very thing that enviches our wheat, owr frudd, our
good works; and makes our lives more bountiful; to-the glory of God:

Sling on the table next to-me right now s a little enameled
box that was given to-me one Christmas by my father-in-law’s wife: 1
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liked & primarily because it was a gift and & has a lovely floral
desigrn: I'vepaid little attention to-the prayer within the gariand;
thinking it really didnw'c pertain to-me and my life. Ity the AAy
Serendty Prover and pridefidly, I've thought; I'm not an alcoholic
therefore il's not relevant. Lord; forgive my ignorance and my
arvogance:

‘God grant me the Sevenily to-accept the things I cannot
change; Courage to-change the things I cony and Wiadom to-know

Iy that not a Prodigal Son-ostvprayer? In many ways; I am
totally, one hundred percent female; but I am also-very Prodigal
Son-ish: Are yow also-Prodigal Son-ish? And I wani to-become
move and more Prodigal Son-ish each day.

I want to-turn to-himy, do-you? I mean the turning around;
the repeniing; the asking for forgiveness; the allowing of our Father
God; our Abbay Daddy to-embrace dacly, to-love daily - now, not
when I get my controlling Pharisaic; self-designed act together. Ow,
that wuty! I amasinner. Ave you? I wasa sinner. Werve you? I
will be a scnner. Will yow? Ol by God's grace and our dadly keeping
our eyes focused on FHimy there hopefully might be some growthy some
cmprovement, the metanoiy the changing the reawvanging I think
B Hes; owr Lovd Godls business: Ours is the ssuwvendering: I do-so-
yearn to-be totally #His; our Lovdy our Savior Jesus Chvists: Do-youw so-
yearn? I am iy beloved: Yoy precious pilgriny also-are His
beloved: It iy out of my belovedness thai I want to-act, to-work; to-
play, to-celebrate: Is that also-your hearty desive?
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Psalm 21 says; “Fle wil give us our hearts desire:” Soundy like
a promise to-me;
Now s time to-quil thes letter. 15 8 o-clock and &y time for
thes day to-unfold: My husband just came into-the room: We
plarmed owr day. He has to-go-to-work and he said why didn't 7
write “today’s” letter while he was gone and be done with it. Tight
showldered; I said thai wasw't how il worked; thai these writings
come oul of the day. #He said; “Couldnwt I just make up something?”
I said; “No;” again. Thai waswthow i worked: e works in the
mode of “Yow have aproject; youw sit down and do-i&” - that is his
goal-oriented understanding: Writing doesw't work that way for
me: Genlle persistence and a hamble penv with o Prodigal Sonish-
held head works better for me:
I must: I showld: Lovd Jesus Chvist, I cannot - wilhout you:
Peace; pilgrim:
I amy your Prodigal-Sonish
ever-turning sister in Christ;
Lucy
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