Come Holy Spivit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

I saw two-prisons yesterday. Although the first was just a
replicay & was the most oppressive space that I have ever
experienced: It was located at Gunier A Station in
Monigomery in their ‘A Force Enlisted Menw's Museum” and
depicted a North Vietnamese prison cell: The space was about
eight feet by fowr feet. There were roaches on the wall, a
wooden cot; arefuse bucket: They had allowed visiting ex-
POWs to-audograph the walls: It was a despicable place! 1
waniled to-give a bloody scream at the infuumandy! Over the
vears; I've had the privilege of hearing thwee different POWy tell
thecr story. Each had stuck a barb-deep in my heart - and thes
ecghit~foot-by-four-foot space brought their storvies to-life: Yow
coudd almost smell the flth - the heatl - the humilialion - the
oppresscoru

Afler this musewmy tour, we weni to-Maxwell Air Force
Minemuwwnmy Seceridy Prison inMondgomery. I had alweys heard
that i was like av couniry clud: True; & was nice - new
buddings; good food; lennis courty; exercise facdilies; no-cells
but dorms - bud it defindtely was a prison: I saw no-joy inithe
faces of these green-clothed men. They were allowed to-walk
freely around the facility, but that freedom was limited, They
were bound; not shackled like the POWSs; but nevertheless bound
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- lomited; restrained: Thedir freedom was gone: Yow coudd see it
v thedr eyes and in their posture:

Some days; I feel like we have those same eyes - that same
posture: The prison wally are our own making; budle by our
own unconfessed sins: We use siemy fears and douwbty for
mortar. Pride and self-centered actions are our furnishings:
The rotting smell iy similar to-the POW's world:

Why, O Lord my God - why do-we cmprison owrselves fromy
you? But, thank yow Lord - yow continually racn Your grace
upon us; causing the moriar to-wash away and the walls to-
crumble down: The shackles fall away. Your grace brings
confessiory brokenness; and freedom: Isnwt i a paradox that
With our total survender - our total brokenness --- comes totad
freedom? Bul how ofien iy God's way diametyically opposed to-
thes “world’s” way?

“Yow wank freedom - ssrvender completely - then Il give
yowfreedom”

Inthree of the Gospels it says; Jesus was bound.” Matthew
27205 Mok 15:16; Johm 18:12b: It was thes binding - thes
survendering to-the cross that allowed #Hiy eternal victory - our
eternal freedom

My mind adwelly on the man who-lived in the tombs (Mark
5.2-20). Tombs - how awfiull An unholy place for the jew. A
place of decay and deat?. A leper was avoided physically, but
thes “Comb-adweller” would have had it even worse - totally
ostraciged; despised and haided: It says; “Fe had ofien been
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bound with shackles and chains: ” And then Jesus came - senic
hes demonys into-the swine: iy walls were knocked down - he
was healed - made whole - set free:

Have youw had “tomb-dwelling” days? Budt your own
prisons or sepulchers? The good news -1 mean really “Good
News” - people - is that the “Grace Rain/” causes floods daily
and those old wally wonw't stand - they Il just be washed away -
v the blood of the Lamb:

Your sister in Christ;
Lucy
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