Come Holy Spivit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

Al present and accounted for - the palient; the faiher;
the givilfviend and the godmother. We werve all crowded into-a
tiny little cubicle: Infact;, we took all the avadable seating
space so-that when the doctor arvived; he had to-stand duving
the whole inquisition: And i truly was The Inquisitiory for we
dvilled the physician with every conceivadle question
concerning chemotherapy and iy known side effects:

We were all undted in purpose; which was to-go-thwough
s eniive ovdeal with Carl as much as was huumandy possible:
I would like to-emphasige the “‘Puumandy possible’” aspect of this
walking side-by-side with a friend who's going through a life
trawmaw  This unded inlent has never been more beaudtfilly
expressed than by Ruth to-Naowmds; “Entreal me not to-leave
thee; or to-retuwrn from following afier thee; for whither thow
goest, I will go;y and wherve thow lodgest; I will lodge; thy people
shall be my people; and thy God my God: Where thow diest, wild
I die; and theve will I be buried: the Lovd do-so-to-me; and
more also; G aught but deadhv part thee and me:” Ruth 1.16-
7.

As I said; we wanied to-be present wih Carl as much as
was humanly possible - but the realdly was thai ‘present” for us
meani whenever il was corwenceni or whenever our own aaily

agendas allowed.
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I dow't mean to-be cynical; for we were and are totally
sencere in our commidment to-this brother in Chvist - agadry
s just that we're human and thus limdled in our capacity to-
be present with one another.

Bul the good news - the unbelievable good news - i that
we have av God who-is omnipresent -- present everywhere at
once: And thank the Dear Lovd; all week long I've been
reminded and comjforted by this reality.

First; ak the Women's Prayer Relreat last Salurday, we
ended our day with organiged worship. It was “organiged’” in
hail cn preparatiory we were divided into-groups and each
assigned an aspect of God’s character to-represenit. We were to-
find three scriptures to-read and a hymwn to-sing during the
service; which declared that characteristic: My group was
assigned “Omnipresence:” The scriplures we selected were:

Psalm 139 7-12

7 Whither shall I go-from thy Sparit? Or whither shalll

fee from they presence?

S IFI ascend up into-heavery thow art there; of I make

my bed inhelly behold thow art there:

9  IFI take the wings of the morning and swell in the

whtermost party of the seay

10 Eventhere shall thy hand lead me; and thy right

hand shall hold me:

11  IfI sy, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the
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12 Yeay the darkness hideth not from thee; bul the night
shineth as the day, the darkness and the light are
both alike to-thee:

and
Romansg 8.38- 39

38  Forl ampersuaded; thai neither deai?y nor life;
nor angels; nor principalilies; nov powers; nor
things present, nor things to-come;

39  Nor height; nor depth; nor any other creaiure; shall
be able to-separate us from the love of God; which is
v Chwist Jesus owr Lovd:

And best of all; Jesus’ last words in the Gospel of Matthew 28.:20.
“Lo; I am with yow always; evenw unio-the end of the worid:”
Just reading them always allows me to-breathe a sigh of
relief? “Yes Lovd: Its OK, Llovd: I can breathe againy Lord!”
Especially this week; I often unexpectedly found myself shallow
breatting: I found myself becoming stifled by chemo-and car
pools and commilmenity: I would be panding becavse I was
trying to-be present morve than was hamanly possible: Then I'd
recall the Sadlwrday Worship Service of praise and
acknowledging our Godls omnipotence; His all powerfid; our
Godls omniscience; our Godly all knowing; and our God's
omnipresence; allpresent, allowing me to-breaithe deeply

~

agauw
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And thank the Decr Lorvd, T received a mid-weefk refresher
cowrse al our 530 Informal Worship Service: Our preacher
proayed:

“Father, come into-owur limited minds; fill us with Your

omnipresence:

Come tnilo-our weak hearty and fill us with Your

omnipotence:

Come inilo-owr lack of faith and il us with Your

omniscience as to-all the wonderfil things Yow can do-

To-those and through those we call upon the name of Your

Sony our Lovd, Jesus Chvist:

In Your #Holy Spirit be with us and speak to-us now.

Amen”

Because of these constant reminders I was made more keendy
aware of my Lovd God's omnipresence all week long: I know
thakl it was because of this awareness thai instead of becng
rushed out of breaid?y I experienced the most profound peace
that I've ever experienced in my whole life: Of course; I'vehad
momenty before; buil never days:

This week should have been unbearable and wouwld have
been unbearabdle i I'd tried to-do-it alone - a new class
starting; plus two-flower arvanging classes to-teachy plus
walking with a friend through treaiment, plus the usual - but
His calm peace prevailed: Thatls one of the grand by-producty
of acknowledging His Presence - peace - profound peace:
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And I can leave you with a birthday party report. Friday
was my dear friend Madeleine’s birthday. It also-was the
anniversary dale of my faihers deaih: I see our friendship,
Mad’y and mine; as an unexpected gift from the lovd: We
became friends while wovking on our church’s bagaar. When I
found out her birthday date; I experienced an cravard smde:
Thes “hole” day - aday which had beena “loss” day, becawse of
missing my daday, had become a “whole” day again by becng
my friend’s barthday.

Well;, arnwwaey, to-celebrate this awesome occasiory wehad
a ‘spend-the-night-party” ai the lake - me; Mad; and Carol
(another God-gdfl). We had cheese whig and daiquivis and
frogen entrees for owr celebration: I know it doeswt sound too-
appelizing or dietelic; bul it was easy on preparalion and
clean-up time and that was of the ulmost importance! We
wanied to-relish thes rave time together and relinguish all KP
Auly to-Dacsy the dogs who-can lick any alumcnum container
spotiless!

The next day the big surprise arvived - Mary Barwick with
slides: She read to-us her latest unpublished book: We learned
whai the ‘Alabama Angels” were curveriddy up to: I won't spoil
the ssuprise for you: I will, however, tell yow that those angels
will mighitily remind yow of the Lord Godls omnipresence and
the by -product of 7 is peace will be so-strong thait youw'll have to-
take the day off; as we did:
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For after the story with slides; all we coudd do-was just
walk together on the beachy sit in the sun together, and eat
lunch together. We were like stugs - no; snails - no; sainty: We
were like sainity; I thenk; for this wonderful togetherness we
have with owr Lovd God; or omnipresent Lorvd God:

Peace - profound peace - Holy peace - rolled in on us that
birthday and ot still lingers on:

Ol I almost forgot -- the hymn we chose for the Salurday
service was - ‘Surely the Presence of the Lord s in this place: I
canfeel s mighty power and #His grace:...”

Peace - Friends! Peace: We're sacniy because of owr
Logetherness with Him!

I am your sister ine Chvist;
Lucy
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