Come #oly Spirit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

I can’t believe it! It freeging cold and the girlsy ave ak ic
again. Theyrejumping on thedr trampoline: Thai is the next door
neighbor young ladies - ages eight and six: One of the many great
delights in this new world of becng Mrs: Paud Pressly McCac i that
for the very first time I actually have a desk specifically designated
for writing to-yowy Pilgrim: It is perfect! Ity located on the second
Foor inour newly conwerted attic to-playroom space:

Together Paul and I have a combined grand total of 13
grandchildren: Witk such an abundance; it made perfect sense to-
us to-make this upsiaurs corwersiory even though it was done during
owur first year of marviage: Paul ofien commenied; because of the
builders; we were seldom home alone dwring this honeymoon
season: Thegood news iy now they are gone and the honeymoon
coniinues and now we have this brand new grand playroom:

Ity decorated in bright primary colors: And when yow enier
this happy space; there iy no-doubt whailzoever what the assigned
activity showld be - PLAY. And it looks like the biggest playground
area iy my desk:

It has snowmobiles; windmills; pens; and paper and best of all
anwl LOVE YOU sign made by my granddauvghier Frances:

The desk is strategically placed in an alcove facing a large
window. And when not writing I love to-gage out and see Pauls
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vegetable garden below and the clouds and bivds above - truly a
mesmeriging visualplace: On special days these visions are
accompanced by the sweet sounds of the sisters as they play on thedr
trampoline:

Fromv my treetfop vantage point, I cannot see themy for there is
a huge magnolia tree that blocks my view. Al budI canhear them
- not thewr words; which aren't so-clear, but thedr giggles and
lanughiter. They seem to-floak joy up to-the heavens: I smile and give
thanks to-the Lord for such sweel sounds:

Yow know, sometimes wher yow can't see; by God's grace; your
emaginalion can take off and, your mind can expand to-arn everw
wider vision: Such has taken place this day.

I remembered my own trampoline jiumping days over 45 years
ago: Inthose ancient of days a trampoline was raiher a raridy and
when owr neighbors; the Welch's; acquired one; they instantly
became the most popular.

The ondy previous tracning I @ had was jumping on the beds at
my cousin'’s house: Ol buil the difference - the unexpected height
Yow cordd reach witheach bounce was thrilling:

Then my mind skipped to.Johwn the Baptist - beats me why,
except that avrecenily read verse has stuck to-me and i keeps
Hoating back into-my memory. It says in Matthew 11.2-3, “Whew

Jotw heard in prison about the deeds of Christ, he sent word by his
disciples and said to-hemy “Are yow he who-is to-come or shall we
look for another?”
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Thes s the very same man who-only eightt short chapters before
had made the proclamation aboul Jesus; ‘I baptige yow wilh water
for repeniance; but he who-is coming afier me is mighiier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to-carry, he wiltl baptige yow with the
Holy Sparit and with five:” That’s Matthew 3:11.

This &5 the very same Johwn the Baptist who-baptiged owr Lord
and Savior after acknowledging #im: This is the very same Johw the
Baptist, who-as apre-born bady, leaped in his mothers womb-when
she; Eligabet?y greeted her kinsman Mary, who-was pregnant with
our Lovd: (Thalsfound inluke 1:41.) I meary John the Baptist
acknowledged; recogniged; I would even go-so-for as to-say, Johw
worshipped with hés evwitro-leap our lving Lovd, Jesus as King of
Kings and Lovd of Lords; even before our Lovd was born/

And now, here we find, Johwn the Baptist almost al the end of his
life; for we know his fate: Soon he will be beheaded by King Herod.

He is in prisor:

His world is dark:

His sightt - physically, menially, emotionally, spivii - seems
to-be growing dim

I sense a claustrophobic narvowing: Theis man - who-has done
exactly what he was sent to-do-by our Father God -

This many - who-has prepared the way for. Jesus:

Thes man - who-has proclacmed, Jesus as Lovd now asks the
question from this deep, dark; dank dungeon of a place -

Are yow He who-is to-come or shall we look for another?”
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AN Pilgrimy this question - doesn't it seem to-carry a depth of
despair? Donw'tyow think? I meary s becng asked by a man who-
has devoted his entive life to-this misscon of preparing the Way for
the lovd: Why, Johw seems to-be questioning the very meaning of his
whole existence: We've famdiiar with the apostie - “doubting
Thomas” - but what about this “Doubting Baptizer?”

ONy I do-thank the dear Lord for allowing this question to-be
recorded in Hiy Holy Word by Matthew. Such aquestion might be
asked by mary, I d derve say, most, I'd darve say “all” during thedr
lfe’s journey -and &y OK. That is part of the good news: It is OK.

And I amyjust as thankful; perhaps evenw more so; of being told
our Lord, Jesus’ response - loving resporise:

It says inv Makthew 11.4-5 - And, Jesus answered and said to-
theny “Go-and report to John whai you hear and see: the blind
receive sight and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the
deafhear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel
preached to-them:”

Thank yow Lovd, Jesus for these “action words; ™ telling of Your
Adeeds:

I believe they ministered to-the Baprist.

I believe he was strengthened for the rest of his earthly journey.
He once again knew who-Yow were and who-he was in Yo

Pigrimy I believe we; as believers; are also-called to-proclaim

Jesus’ ‘action words; ” iy deeds; to-each other.

I believe they do-minister.

I believe they do-strengither:
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I beliceve they do-remind us who-jesus s and who-we are inv
Hemu

Thait has beeny my own personald experience: I misstervibly the
Wednesday nighit service at my old church: There was wonderfid
pradse music sung - wonderful ftoly Communion offered - and
wonderfiul “action words” spoken: “Action words” in that a
testimony was given of how our living Lovd, Jesus was working inav
Pilgrimis life: Powerful! They can Reep ongving!

They minister.

They strengthen:

They remind me who-Jesus &5 and who-I anv in #Him - egpecially
on those John the Baptist-like deep, dark; dank dungeon days: We
all have themv invvone form or another. Onsuch; we need av little help
Jromvour Friend - our Lovd and Savior Jesus the Chvist and His
Helper. The #Holy Sparit can empower avperson to-withess and help
turn the lights back on for another.

I believe those action words of-Jesus’ did thak for the Baptist. 1
Enow such have done it for me and can for yowy Pilgrim:

Back to-those precious sisters next door. Theyre still bouncing
onthe trampoline! It reminds me of how we - as the church - the
body of Chwist - knit together inlove - by the Holy Spirit - can hold
each other up. Intim - we arve strong and iw Hiwy we are resilient.
We caryjoin their joyful play for we are each loved by LOVE - do-yow
sense the lightness; Pilgrim - the bounce in thai reality? Ifnot;
thal’y OK, but give yourself o gifs, find another who'’s proclaiming
God’s ‘action words:” Theyll help give yow av bounce back:
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They Ul minister.

They Ul strengthen:

They Ul remind yow who-Jesus s and who-yow are in #im:
I amy your bouncy, bouncy sister in Christ;
Lucy

God bless:
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