Come #oly Spirit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

Yow might be thinking; “Not agary Lucy! Yow read that
riyme the last time we were together!” And yowre right;
Pigrem: I just wanted to-celebrate one more time getting to-
know “the Rose:”

Yow see; inmy whole lifetime; I had never beenw around o
cat: My Mama does not like them - so; I thoughit I dian’t like
caty either. Wrong! I didwt know a cal! How dare I adopt my
Mama’s prejudice without checking these fabulous; fascinaiing
felines out myself- Lovd; forgive: I donw't blame Mama: I blame
myself- Ignoranceonwmy part. Lovd; forgive:

And then - and thew - “the Rose” came into-my life: She
was part of the package deal when I marvied my deriling heart
husboand Pawl: Ol and whait a surprise delight she is:

Most mornings when I have my prayer time “the Rose’”
comes and sity inmy lap. And if I take a nap on the sofoy she
takes anap too; on my tumuny! Bul goodness gracious! The
rest of the time; she's totadly unpredictable as her rhiyme
indicales: She s agift. If I hadnwttaken time to-be with hey;
Just hang out with her; get to-know her - I never would have
known whait an awesome creciiure she is: Lord; forgive:

And then there’s Paul What o susprise delight he is; too!
He s a gift. If I hadnw't taken time to-be with himy,_just hang
out with hemy, get to-know hem - I never would have known
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whail an awesome creature he is: I any of course; talking
about my husband of 558 days - Pauld - but also; the Apostle
Poed:

Yow see; invmy ignorvance; I had adopted some prejiudices
against thes pillar of the chuwch: I meary i the Apostle Paul
was good enough to-be chosen by our Lovd to-be the disciple to-
the Geniiles; should that not have been good enough references
for me? AW Ignorance on my part!

Recently, an opportundy came up in our church and for
the last 5 monihs I've been studying this apostie and all of his
writings: Inthepast, I had read and I had studied - but; 7
believe by God's grace - there's been av softening of my heart. A
deeper knowledge and a love has groww for this awesome
apostle: I'vefilled thirteen 316 card notebooks with his
scripture wrilings: One of themv i "I want to-know Christ.” Me
too! Paul wrote that about himself in Philippians 3.10a: Here
this man who-had personadly met the living Lovd, Jesus on the
road to- Damascus and from thai momeni on - his every
thought, word and deed was spent glorifying Jesus: He still
wanted to-know Christ better. Me too/

AN Pilgrimy the most cmportant work inowr lives; T
believe; iy getting to-know, know owr living Lovd, Jesws Christ.

It i3 out of thes relationship thait all else flows - our love for 7#im
- s love for usy our love for others - #His love for usy our love for
ourselves - #His love for us; our love for this worild - #is love for
us: Do-youw hear the rocking riwithmec flow of thes eternal love
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readily? Ity all about our relationship - our individual
personal reladionship with Himu

Thes truth is beaudifidly pointed out in John 4 where we
/ind the story of the Samaritan woman al the well with, Jesus:
Usually when reading; I stop and medilaie on her encounier
wih the lovd: Hetotally knew her. I'vethought, boy, thaty
greal! Iffte knew her;, I believe; He knows me too! I was
couniing on her relationship, not mine! I was settiing for
‘Second hand Rose’” - bul that’s not what our Lovd waniy! #He
wanty me - One onwone! He wanis yow Pigrim; Oneonone!

This &5 broughit out evesw more poignanily i yow contivuie
Wit the reading - John 4.39-42 says: Many of the Samaridans
fromv thaid town believed cn Fim because of the woman'sy
testimony. ‘e told me everything I ever did.” So-when the
Samarilans came (o-fliny they wged Him to-stoy with them
and e stayed two-days: And becawse of Ftis Words many more
believed,

They said to-the womary “We no-longer believe just
becawse of whak yow saidy now we have heard for ourselves and
we know that this man really iy the Savior of the world:”

I believe if they hadn't taken time to-be with Hom - just
hang around with Himy, get to-know Him - they never would
have knowwn, Jesus - “the Savior of the world. ”

Now my mind haes skipped to-the Rev. Mavk Waldo: e is
one of my most foavorile people: We have spent much precious
lime together. There are many wonderful memories: I
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remember once asking for needed prayer and he rvesponded
cmmedialely. Although we were ina bugy hallway with people
scurvying around; he stopped; lowered his head and prayed
out loud for me: I felt a littie awkward and self-conscious: Bul
not Mark: He was just talking to-his best Friend; owr Lovd; who-
he takes time to-be withy hangs oul with and knows:

Mark Woddo-is a gift. And over the years we've taken time
to-be with each other; just hang out with each other. We've
gotten to-know each other. At a meeling last moniv I was
willed to-see this beloved man and just knew he was thrilled
lo-see me too- - but his words caughité me up short:

We were sealed ina circle and went around the room
mtroducing ourselves for there were new attendees: When i
was Mark’s turvy he said something like; “Oly I know Lucy, but
I amy so-exciled that there are all of these new people and I do-
not know yow and I am so-looking forward to-getting to-know
yow:” And yow coudd tell by the excilement in his voice that he
truly was overjoyed: It was as if the Lovd had personally given
hem 5 new gorgeous ifts to-oper: And I knew, i given the
chance; he would take time to-be with each one of thewy just
hang oul with each one of themy get to-know each one of them
and rejoice inhis or her awesome uniqueness: (I believe that
the Lord feels the same way about us.) Andy; Precious Pilgrimy
to-quote the Apostie Paul once more - T wani to-know Christ.”
Do-you? I want to-spend more time With Him: I wani to-just
hang oul with #imu I wani to-know Him: Do-you?
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Pauly whole stalement says in Philippians 3.:10,11. I want
lo-know Christ and the power of 7is resurvection and the
1ellowship of sharing in His sufferings; becoming like FHom in
to-altain to-the resurvection from the dead:

Do-yowy Pilgrim?

I anmy by God's grace;

Your cat-loving; Paul loving; Apostle Paulloving
Mark loving Jesus loving

sester in Christ;

Lucy

Let’s get to-know our Lord better today. Amen and Ameru
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