Come #Holy Spirit
Use me to- Your glory

A Tome to-be Born and a Time to-Die””
Fcclesiastes 3.2

“Fappy Barthday to-yory
Happy Birthday to-yory
Hoppy Birthday, dear baly,
Happy Birthday to-yow:”
Precious Pilgrimy

Hope youw donw't mind; bui I needed to-get thai celebration
song oul before I could begin, yowr today's letter.

I was aboul to-pop/! A joyful bubdling up in my spiric has
been coming forth ever since I heard the news: Awn effervescent
inderior smile has blossomed into-an all out wide mouth
exterior grine Fanfarve trumpely and a drum rotly please: May
I proudly announce the birth of my newest relative: Weighing
a8 lbs, 11 oz and 21 inches long; he is the fourth child of
his parvents: He s being enthusiastically gaged upon ai the
hospital by hes three scblings; who-can't wadt to-get hime home
toplay.

His beaulifid mother iy recuperaling nicely, as s his
[ather. She's one of those calming earth mother pes: Yo just
wani to-go-sit in her lap and be rocked and held; even though
Yowre middle aged; ak least thai has been my own personal
experience: (Asyowcantell, Pilgrimy I'm mighdy proud of theis
young lady.)
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While I'mvgiving accolades; I 'd better meniion the
maleynal grandparenty: The baby’s mother iy the second of
thecr four chiddren:. And then there’s the paternal
grandparenty: The badysydaddy i the oldest of their three
childreru

Are yow following all of thes; Pilgrim? Believe yow me; I
could go-ovy even though I'm not the genealogist of our famdly.
Instead; Il just make mention of the only reference to-the
word “family” or ‘famdiies” found in the New Testament. Paul
says in Ephesians 314,15 - “For this cause I bow my knees unio-
the Father of owr Lord, Jeswus Chwist; of whomy the whole foomily inv
heavenw and earth is named:”

Now thait; Pldgriny s a pretty impressive family tree; donw't
you think? No-wonder there are no-other verses found in the
New Testament; no-movre needs to-be said/

Sorvy, however; that'’y not true in your lettery case: I must
continue and go-on record to-say that on this day, the babysy
birthday, there iy no-one more excited orv theilled or delighied
the beawdifild matviarchy the baby s great-grandmother.

And what did she do-when she heard aboutl the family’s
newest arvival? Why, she did something which she very seldom
does: She told me over the phone that she cried: Yow see; she
has newmerous grandchildren and great-grandchildrery but

his s afirst. This precious baby (as all babies arve; precious;
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thai i8) s named for his greai-grandfather - who-was and s
and will always be for all eterncty, the love of her life:

And as thecr youngest daughiter; I know thes is the truthu
I had the privilege of getting to-live in the family of such love
for 27 years unitd my Daddy’s deaih of o heart attack ai age
59.

And as the youngest daughier, I know this is atruih: I
have had the privilege of getting to-live in the family of such
love for 29 years since my Daddy s deaih:

The love conlinues -- just as Paul declaves cnv
1 Corinthians 138 -- “Love nevey comes to-anwend:”

And whait is just as profoundly mysteriously wonderful is
thait Mama has often declared that it was her hvsband’s love
thait taught her aboul the love of God: I concur; in thai my
Daddy sy uncondilional love did the same for me: I believe true
unconditional love can be the best experience on thiy side of
heaven to-teach us aboul the love of Chvist:

Prase the Lovd; this is not just my experience: Ipray,
Pilgrimy you hawve had such love: And just last week I learned
of another.

I altended A Service of Celebralton and Resurvection’” for
the faiher of a relative: And as yow can gaither from the name
of the service writlen o the chuwrch bulletiny & was a glorious
celebration of a Chvistion life well lived.

My ondy regret was thai I hadwt gotten to-know this
genlleman better. We'd only been together at afew large
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family gatherings - weddings; Thanksgivings; Chvistmas;
which ave not conducive to-intimate; in-depth corwersalions:
I knew he and his wife were avfine Chvistian family just because

It was an awesome privilege al the church service to-hear
whait he had done dwring hés lifetime - (o-learn of his misscon
work and hig Sunday School teaching and his chodr singing

Ministers pracsed and prayed: The choir and
congregalion sang in celebraiion of a life well lived: And
when I heard the age old hymw Tt is Well Witk My Soul” sung
as a duet; I believe all gathered were silendly united in thes
decloration thait “yes; indeed’” - it was well and is well and will
always be well with thes gendieman for all eternity. For yow see;
as hes son wrote in the service bulletiny when speaking of his
father, “Heknew Christ.”

It thad an awesome stadement for a son to-make about
his fadher? Iy there any better; Pilgrim?

Al bul may I quote his whole last parvagraph: AU that
was said and sung touched my heart, bui these words; even
more so- -

He concluded hes tribute to-his Dad with:

T knew hemvas my falher. I loved it when he would thwow
a football and baseball with me inv the back yord and let me
beat himv inv basketdball: I loved the famdily trips and going to-
the river. e always wanied to-spend time wilh me and be
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awolved in what was going on i my life: e was the Best Man
avmy wedding: He enyjoyved being a father. He taught me
about love and ultimaiely God's unfading and unconditional
love: e tlaught me how to-bea father.”

Wow! A lump forms in my thvoai once more as I copy these
words over to-share with yow; Pilgrim: Wow!

Nothing more needs to-be said; bul whai floals into-my
mind & Malthew 2521, which is repeaied cn Maidthew 2523

Fis lovd said unio-hemy Well done; thow good and
JAEAf Ul servant, thow hast been faddhfild over avfew things; T
will make thee ruler over many things: enier thow into-the oy
of thy Lovd:™

I beleeve thes Christian gentlemany has now heard such
wordys and has now enlered inlo-such joy...

In thes letter, Pilgrimy we've gone from a celebration of a
new life to-a celebration of a life well lived: Although; these
two-huge human eventy occerved days aparts for me; there was
a momeni in Which they seemed to-almost cocncide and
cotlide:

As I sat next to-the baby’s mother at the service just days
before she delivered; she let me quietly touch her gloriously
lavge pregnani tummy when the baby kicked: AL that moment;
life and deaith seemed so-close to-each other.

And do-yow know, Pgriny whai seems to-knit all humany
experiences together? I would have to-say, I believe - it is love -
unconddilional love - Christ-like agape love:
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“Fe taught me aboul love and ultimaiely God's unfadling
and uncondilional love: ”

These are the son's words:

They could be my words:

I pray, Pilgrimy that they could be yours:

And someday
Our newest family members:

A teme to-be born and a time to-die:” Ecclesiastes 3.2 -
such has been this week's experiences - aty butlove; by God's
grace and Christ s cross - thal experience i for all eternity!

I am your sister in Chvist,
Lucy
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