Come #oly Spirit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

“Lucy, you didnw’t say goodbye!”

Thait was the distraughi comment I received fyom Bruce;
the TV production manager; on completion of the last 7V
taping: Usually, we tape two-shows every other week: This day,
we had taped three; reason being; my husband and I are
going on a two-week hike in celebraiion of his retivement.

I was pleased as punch that we had completed the third:
I had warned Bruce thai I was going to-have to-wing the last
one -just v littie: It was based on a talk I'd recenidly given to-a
group. One of the commeniy I @& received o iy completion was
that it had been like attending a “mini-retreat.”

Minc-retreat?” Compliment or condemnaiion? Who-
knows? I just pray that the Lord was glovified and the ladies
were encouraged:

Previousty, I & spoken to-this very same professconal
women's group twelve years ago: They d asked for an update
onmy life and mindstry. Updaie? Mindstry? Minc-retreal? Mow
that I think about i, they were lucky they got off with minuies;
instead of hours or evewdays! For there’s been some strong

As professionals; they were on thewr scheduled lunch
Oreak: I canjust imagine them returning to-work afier a
wee-day talk with them saying; “We don’t have a clue whait
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happened! We were just going for our usual morihly meeting:
It was special; in thal we were celebrating the 20 anniversary
of our organigadionw Bul goodness; gracious; what happened
lo-the time?” It was like a maradhon talk or a Rip Van Winkle
seep. The time just flew by - at-least I hope it did; as opposed to-
drag: They'd asked for a 30-40 minule-talk: They got their
money s worth (Which onwt any, of course).

God iy so-good: His teming iy o so-perfect; ever i mine
BTl For yow see; this was the fivst talk I'd given in over five
years: Pdgrimy as yow've gathered from some of your previous
letters; the last few years have been quile o whirtwind: I dowt
thenk I coudd have given a testimony earicer. By God's grace; I
was trying to-live av testimony, as I msuwve yow are:

Writeng yow letters; Pilgrimy helped and does help me
focus onthe gift of each day, but having the abilily to-pull
back and look ai the whole objectively, I donw'tthink I could
hawve done that any earilier. What is thai saying “Yow can't see
the forest for the trees” - not Biblicad; but I think someiimes o
ruthe Some seasons; yowust have to-live day by dey, or eveno
momeni by moment, or evew breaiv by breaii

Have yow, Precious Pilgrimy ever had the breaih knocked
out of you? I have; asa childy; when I fell off of aslide: I can
STl vividly remember the feeling: Some of life’s situalions and
circumstances canv give yow that same “breai-knocked-out-of~
o' feeling: Cantthey? As Christians we have the wonderfil
“Yung filling’” scripture found in Johw 20:21,22. “Then said
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Jesus to-them againy Peace be unio-yow: as my Faiher haih sent

me; evew so-send I you: And when He said thes; fe breathed on
themv and sailh undo-themy Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”

“Rececve ye the #oly Ghost:” Let each one of those words
Flow over yowy Pigrim: Let them seep deeply into-yow today. et
our Lord’sy Holy Sprit - heal and comfort and teach and
restorve and sanctify. By #His grace - we can breathe again.

So-what did I say ak the talk? I donw't want to-go-over
thai again: But hopefully for Bruce; owr TV production
manager’s sake; thiy letter will have av proper ending:

Whai I wouldl like to- menition iy how muech funl had in
prepoarving for the speech: I wrote down the highs and the lows
and transitional pivotad pointy experienced during these years:
Do-yow remember those time lines we'd find in our schoot
héstory books? I found them always so-helpful in trying to-
picture the sequence of historical events: Did youy Pigrim?

They were usually pictured in a straight line: But
wouldw't it have been even more meaningful if the line hadnwc
been dyawn straight;, but raiher like av roller coaster - evernw
with some “loop-the-loops?” Thats the way most of our lives
are: Dow'tyowthink? There are up times and down times -
flat times; mouniain top times and valley times:

Yes; and as Chvistians; of we were readly waniing to-be
accurate onw depicting owr life diagrams; we coudd dyow a
verticald mark through the hovigonialone: It would form a
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cross and pinpoini the very BC to-AD moment inv owr life when
the Lovd became owr individuald; personal lord and Savior.

I hope I haven't lost youy Pigrim: As yow cantely I ama
visual person so-thes liltle exercise was funv for me: Some of the
remembering and writing down of the memories were sad and
some were pacnyid

But whait was most iy was afier writing & all downy I
got oul my Bible and Concordance and found a scripture verse
that best exemplified the happening:

As I searched for just the right scripture to-fit the event, 7
was reminded of the WORD - the Word made flesh - our Lord

Jesus: The eveniy seemed to-fade and #His Word grew ever
stronger. I was strongly remunded of how owr Lovd did and

Now, as I write to-youwy Pigrimy and rveflect on this life
diagramy I can imagine getting one of those old chalkboard
erasers and just erasing the line design and just leaving the
scripture:

For do-yow know whai;, Pilgrim? In afew decades; by
God’s grace; I U graduaie from thisy earthly life and be
eternadly with our Father God: And do-yow know whak,
Pigrim? In afew decades; by Godls grace; there won't bea
trace of remembrance of Lucy Macleod’s line design - at - but
Pilgrim - Plgrim - The Word - our Lovdls Holy Word - that's an
entirely difforent scenario!
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So-Bruce - sorrvy - here’s another letter and another show
e which I donw't say “goodbye:” It just seems more fitling for
thes letter’s time line theme - for because ofFour Lord, Jesus
Christ and #His Cross and our belief cn Him - none of us;
Pigrimy really has av “the end; ” goodbye; culoff scene - but
rather a gradualion one into-- our Lord’s arms: So; Il just
read some of my scribture cards and when we run out of time: -

Just close me down - and Charilie; our radio-producer - yow do-

the same for the audio-tape:

Maybe next time we'll deal with goodbyes - but today,
Pilgrimy yow get efernal scripture:
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