Come Holy Spivit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

Last Sadkurday my husband and I altended a beauwdifidd
family wedding: It was av little bit unwsuad; in thai the
ceremony took place oulside at the bride’s family form: #Her
grandfather, my Uncle Samy had bought it when I was achild:
I had visited it decades ago-and was pleased to-have this
opportunily to-return.

It took us a littie bit over two-howrs to-drive there: Not
knowing how the traffic on the highway or the back roads of
Alabama would be; we allowed for plenty of time: So-mutch
time; infact hat we arvived over an howur before the
scheduled 5 o-clock service: “Ftorvor of Ftorvors!” I'm sure some
of the busy bee workers must have thought, as they were
finishing the preparaiions: We did offer to-help, but it looked
like everything was in good handy so-we decided to-just try and
keep out of the way.

We learned that the wedding was to-be held in the woods
beside apond and the reception was to-be held in the barn:

I'd been told to-expect a transformation to-the laiter; for the
horse stodly had beenw removed: Goodness; was that an
undersialement! The barn now looked more like a pavilion
and was a wonderful new worild to-behold.

Round tables and chairs had been stralegically placed:
There was a bowniy of fruity and vegetables and flowers and
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vines and lanterns and candles used to-decovale: I felt as o
I'd come upon the setting for an abundant harvest festtval or
better yet, and inactualddy, the setting for an abundant
wedding feast: I couddjust imagine how it must have been in
tomes gone by when neighbors; famdly, and friends would have
pitched invand broughtt some of their own bounty to-share; to-
help make such an event a true celebration:

We decided to-leave the barn and hand in hand
meandered down the dirt road to-the pond: There we came
across the sight for the wedding under o canopy of trees: Rows
of White chadrs had been placed in a semi-circle facing the
water. A space had been lefi in the middle; which formed an
aisle: And the decorvadions were once againw absolutely perfect:.
An old canoe was floaling on the pond: Ona tree; right near
where the bridal party would soon be standing; they d naded a
small; simple wooden cross; which had been decorvated with a
bouguet of fall flowers: And best, best of all; there were multc-
color long ribbons hanging from avfew branches of a tree: They
were very subtie: Yow wouldwthave even noticed them at first
Hance but thery when the wind blew, they seemed to-take flight
and dance:

On arvivad to-the favmy I ad noticed au limbd- withv scmilar
ribbon streamers al the entrance and thought, “how clever. ”

I d noticed the same decoration treatment on a limb-at the
born and again thought, “how clever!”
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It was ondy when we took our sealy and sat and wadled for
others to-arvive; did we begin to-experience these streamers’ full
effect. These wind-dancing ribbons werve incredible! Why, they
seemed to-be setting the very mood in which this Holy
Mairimony would take place - yes; hoty, plus abundanily

Joyous!

Aboul thirty minwdes ouk, four musicians began playing
as i to-accompany the tree ribbon dancers: They had an
almost Irish folk music sound; which was ideal;

The other guesty arvived and were seated; and then the
wedding began. The minister, groomy and best man took thedr
posclions up front and then the three lovely bridesmaids; all
sisters of the bride; processed down the aisle: AL thes point; we
all stood; as the beawdtfill bride and her proud father
mayestically mavched forth: The music had stopped: The
soundy were of us “oohing and ahhing’” plus the Yyrical
lavghiter of the bride-to-be as she joined the wedding party.

The ribbong kept dancing in the trees as if giving thedr
own blessing on this holy, abundantly joyous moment.

The bride and groom lovingly made his and her vows to-
oneanother. Prayersand blessings weve included in the
ceremony, plus afyiend read o poem and another read, Johw
2:1-12. Thes scripture gives the account of our Lovd, Jesus’ first
meracle at the marviage feast in Cana of Galilee whew #He
turned the water indo-wine:
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May I include these verses in your letter, Pilgrim: It s to-
hes marviage we are eternally inwvited to-altend: It says:

And the third day there was a marviage in Cana of
Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: and both, jesus was
owited; and his disciples; to-the marviage: And when they
wanted wine; the mother of Jesus sadh unio-ftimy They have no-
wine: Jesus sadi unido-her, Womary whai have I to-do-with
thee? Mine hour iy not yet come: iy mother sadth unio-the
servaniy; Whaitzoever fe sadth unto-yow; do-it. And there were
set there six water poty of stone; afier the manner of the
puriing of the Jews; containing 18 gallons apiece: Jesus sailth
unto-themy Fill the water pots with water. And they filled them
up to-the brim: And #He sadh unio-themy Draw oul now, and
bear unto-the governor of the feast. And they bare it. And
when the ruler of the feast had tasted the waler that was made
wine; and knew not whence it was: (but the servanisy which
drew the water knew,) the governor of the feast called the
Oridegroomu And sadth unto-hiny Every man akl the beginning
Aot set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk; then
thai which & worse; bul thow hast kept the good wine undil
now. Thes begirming of meivacles did, Jesus in Cana of Galilee;

Hinu
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After this reading; the mindster, The Reyv. ftuey Gardner;
gave asermory Ity so-wonderfid; Pilgrimy whew new insighty
aregleaned: Isn't &7 That’sy whak happened for me:

The newlyweds faeced him and it was as if he were talking
only to-them: We were allowed to-listen. I dowt remember his
words exactly, but I was left with thai sense that a holy -
abundanidy joyous momeni had occurved: He said something
like it made perfect sense that the first miracle of our Lovd’y
would be at a wedding feast; for a wedding is so-symbolic of 7is
relalionship with #is church: Thats us; Pigrim: And then he
said something about those empty vessels and how, of course;
our Lord does change; rearvange - fill with the very best - each
one of us:

The Rev. Gardner also-made a conunent about most
marvied couples and how they experience a time of empliness
and when thai happens; we are to-ask the Lord to-fill; to-
replencsh the love with #is abundant love:

Our Lovd, Jesus abundandly loves; Pilgrim: He
abundanily loves - yow and me: Abundanily - thait word has
been living with me ever since the wedding on Saturday. I
couddn't wait to-get home and look it up in my Bible
concordance and read other verses that have thait fruitfud
blessed; overflowing word included:

Such as Johwn 10:10 - Jesus soid; I come thait they might
hawve life; and that they might have i more abundanily.
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Blessings; Pilgrim: I think I might go-outside now and
hang afew ribbons onwa limb: Might yow? I bet there’s
another wind dance celebrailiony which needs to-come forti
And may we never forget owr Lovd’s abundanit love for each
one of us:

God bless and Peace:

I amv your scster in CArvist;
Lucy
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