Come #oly Spirit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

Do-yow know whait a wonderfully positive word your club’s
name 57 Newcomers! Yow could have been called “The
Transplants” or “The Oulsiders” or “The Foreigners” or “The
Aliens; ” for all those names would have been appropriale at
some point. I know. I've been there: Done thai over and over
and over again: Ouwr family moved almost every three years for
the first half of our mawviage: Monigomery to-Miamci to-
Lakeland; Floviday back to-Monigomery, then to-Wilmingtony
Deloware; and then back to-Mondgomery.

My husband would have come home; wherever “home’”
might be at the point al thai time; and say, “We have the
opportunddy for another growing experience - stowt packing:”
But, but...” It might not have been that abrupt, but offery
thad was how i felt. “But...but honey, we've just begun to-get
situated. The children have just seltied into-their new roulines:
Evenything is starting to-have a wonderfil r?wthm of normalcy.
I've found apatient pedialyviciary a divine deniist, and a
gentle gynecologist. I'vegot anextyaordinary baby-sitting list
hal’sy worth ity weighit in gold: There's churchy a Bible study.
I've actually made a friend or two-between carpooling: Yow
know it takes me at least two-years to-start growing roots; and
they have begun: Why, I know how to-drive downiown all by
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myself without getting lost. I've learned how to-thwow coffee on
the windshield to-get the ice off in the morneng: I've learned
how to-avoid the potholes and drvive in the snow and; and...
why, why...there are sStil plenty of opportundties for growth
right heve:”
Sorvy. I start next week at the new locaiion: I need for
yowand the children to-stay untid the house selly and the
school year ends: Thery we'll buy anew house; pack; move;
unpack: Mearwhile; I'll be home on the weekends; when
possible; and phone home nightly. #Honey, yow cando-it. Bye:”
I kEnow I mvexaggeraling just a liltle and am storting to-
enyoy reliving thes melodvama: Ity been some time since I ve
revigidled they “newcomers” world: Idforgottenhow hard it
can be; egpecially on women: Evew inthis liberaded world of
today in which o move mighi not be just one professiconal jod;
buttwo: Buk to-get reestablished; we ladies still are the ones
primarvily in charge of the relocating and rebuidding of the
nest. It & primarily our job-to-make the new world feel safe
and friendly and protective for our families: Mealsy made;
lears wiped; SUGF upper lip and all thak stuff
My mend jumps back to-a scene that happened about 25
yearsago: I had a car accident in Miamc where we were living
and thwee of our fowr children were passengers: The car was
lotaled; but thank the dear Lord no-one was seriousty tryured:
I can Sl enwisicon the three childrveny ages 7, 5 and 3 looking
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up at me with fawn-like frightened eyes and me doing my best
to-keep calmu Fow I reacted seemed to-be divectly related to-
how they responded: This iy avfine-tuned image for me of whait
a move iy like: We are the glue that holds thai new, scary
world together. FHow we react; how we regpond; and how we
adopt to-the unknown colors their enwvirovument for owr famdly.
The regponschilily is hard: It iy stressful

Woe; am I beginning to-feel re-burdened: And thery i all
thal’y not enough to-take the acr out of-yowr balloovy the
bounce out of your walk; the twinkle out of your eye; and the
i35 oud of your soda:. Whait about becng lonely? Do-yow
remember;, Pilgrimy “lonely?” I do; especially onthe move to-
Deloware: I was older, move experienced; therefore l had more
of asense of whait o “move’” really eniaded: Our new home was
an isolaked old farmbhouse out in the couniry. It was the first
Yyear thai all four childrven were cn schootl: My daddy had just
died of o heart altack at age 59 and that indial winter was
long; not only oulside; but insgide: In this slow adapting
mowrning stode; my daily proyer; the ondy one I coudd
menially form was; “FHelp me make it through the night.” e
aid: Ouwr lovd did.

Whoa! Wadta minuite: #Help! This letter iy supposed to-be
an ingpiralionalone: If1 keep this up, Il have to-hand out
handkerchiefs as door priges:

And thery there is the scripture that popped into-my head
yvesterday. I was dviving to-the lake so-that I could get away
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and write to-yow: I lefi a bulldoger digging; workers working;
and an inswrance architect estimaiing: We recently

experienced a devastading house fire: Thank the dear Lord no-
one was ht and furnishings and keepsakes were in storage:
But stil; &t isabigdeal: We've looking at ak least o year and
ahalf of being diasplaced persons: I'm suve that fact played a
part in yesterday s scripture ‘pop-up, ” but yow, not the fire;
Pigrimy were onvmy mind: Its Maithew 8.20. It says ‘And
Jesus said to-himy the foxes have holes and the bivdy of the acir
hawve nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to-lay His head:”
Ol how sad: I usuadly read over thait verse quickly, for i
makes me uncomyforiable: Surely i& was a misprint, a mistake -
surely our Lord Aidwt have such feelings: Not those kind that
Ive had; yowve had; we've had when we've been uprooted: Bui,
out ladies; the Word says He did: Thak is the good news for the
aAwy. Our Lovd did: With that humbling knowledge;
uprootedness takes on a whole new meaning and significance:
It &5 o sitole thak Jesus experienced; along with His disciples;
past and present. It iy a stode that Old Testoaoment prophets and
patviarchs experienced: It was the “Chosen People’s” world: We
are ingood company. That iy why we can use the posilive word
Dilgrim’” ov; yes; “newcomer” when talking about our life’s
Jowrney. Yowand I have the added advaniage and grace of
being able to-identty with that physical uprootedness: Yes i s
hord: VYes; it iy avstretching growing experience: And thait s
good: Such movement does help imaginary walls to-be broken
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down: It does help us to-tread on our “turf” move lightly, not
possessively. It does help us to-become more aware of others; to-
reach out more quickly, for we know that time iy of valdue and
life s ever-changing:
Yes; we arve apilgrim people: Everyone is: Wejust happen

lo-understoand that realdly better than most, for we've
prysically lived . We are blessed: And I thank the dear Lord
for encouraging groups such as Newcomers: Newcomers; not
Transplanis; Oulsiders; Foreigners; Aliens - but positive
Newcomers; who-reach out to-others on the “Pilgrims Way ™ to-
help celebrate the journey.

I amy your sister in Chvist;

Lucy - Bow Voyage
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