Precious Pilgrimy

FAA# C D EF
Enlarge the place of your tent

F E D GB C
Stretch your tent curtains wide,

DE F C
Do not hold back,

DE F C
Lengthen your cords,

D E F C
Strengthen your stakes

FA# A A# CA#CD F FE F
For you will spread out to the right and to the left.

F FA# CDC CA*AGF
Your descendants will dispossess nations,

F A#CD C A#A#A#GF
And settle in their desolate cities.

FF A# AA# C A#C D
All your sons will be taught by the Lord,

F DCDF F E F
And great will be your children’s peace.

Thats Isacah 54.2, 3 and 13. This tune which I wrote has beenv
playing in my brain most of the year for this scripture has been
Episcopal Church Women's theme not only herve in the dioceses; but
also-nationally. Fach time the stake boavi has met we've taken hisy
precious gem of av scripture out and looked at another one of ity
facets: And as so-often is the case with scripture; we have ondy just
begqun to-scratch the surface: 1ty liltle glemmers of light keep
shooting forth with new meaning and new insights: I've grown very
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fond of thes little scripturve and I thank the decr Lord for ity Heaned

Today, as I write to-youw; Pigrimy I'mafraid youw'll be getting o
ddferent perspective all together. I'mvafraid s going to-be one
that's a littie darker, heavier, brokery for that’sy my stale of mind
and body right now. Reason being s that ity 5 A.M. injolly old
England in October and that means ity dark and if yowre staying
v anAnglican Poor Clares Corwent Guest House -- thait also-means
&y cold: I'vegotonflannellys; socks and two-sweaters: fFor me s
hard to-be positive in such corcumstances and I d love to-go-jump
back in bed and pull the covers up and try stavting this day over inv
a couple of howrs -- but no: I must write: I must wrile to-yowy
Pilgremy under these carcumstances; for they seem move appropriaie:
I've even got a candle burning and that also-seems quite fitting:

For yow see; for the last ten days I've been onav bus tour of
Northern England and Scotiand led by the Episcopal Bishop of
Pitsbury: It was a whirlwind of e tour; as most are; and my mind
became quickly saturaled: I need some morve mega-bites! #Help! One
Aay seeped into-the next: One cily became confused with another.
Foave I been there? Are we going there orv am I already here?
Help!” Names like Cuthbert and Aidan and, John of Beverley and
the Venerable Bede rang out as we traced these eartly English
Christian sainds’ amaging footsteps:

The cmage which lingers and jams my circeidy and causes me
lo-write iy one of brokenness: Everywhere we looked on this trip, over
Il and dade; in towns and cities; connected to-the casties and
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stuck out on islands; there was the inevitable ruing of an abdey.
Hevwy VIIT s name was usually given as the cudprit. Id previously
read of the rampani ruin and rubble; bul goodness gracious; when
Yowactuadly see; experience; touch those remains i was a bit
dauniding: It was like touching the skeleton of an old dinosaur.

Yow had to-pause and to-think and to-pray and to-try and evwiscon
Whai theis past world was like: Thats why the lit candle: Can yow
omagine wriling wilh ondy thesy means of exterior diuminaiion as so-
many of these early sainiy did? Thank the dear Lord for Fis interior
dlumenation:

I corldnt help bui be reminded of what the Lord commanded

St: francig to-do: “Re-budd my church:” And that's what thai saint
tried to-do; first literally with bricks and mortar and then by
example and prayer as so-many sainiy do: And then as we were
riding along on the bus; I heard of the more recent rubble and ruin
-- thes time not caused by Henvy VIII, but rather an earthquake:

The Basilicau of St. Frances inAssise was hit and two-brothers were
killed: Damage was extensive: Yestevday, St. Frances’ Feast Day, I
heard the celebration at Assisc was held as usual;, bud this ttme
outzide; for the wallsy of the buidings are not secure and more
might fall: That service reminded me of one thai we held at my
chuwrch onthe day of ity five i early 1980% And likewise; the
Nierior Was in ruinsg and unsafe so-we gaihered and pracsed and
proyed on the side lown:  “Rebudd my church’” are the words that
seem to-be heard as the church bells arve peeling the time righit now.
Those words seem (o fit quite well with owr “Enlarge the tent” theme:
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Somelimes I guess to-endarge yow have to-pull down and that can be
ascary place: I repeat; sometimes; I guess; to-enlarge yow have to-
pull down and that can be a scary place; Pilgrim: I know that for a
fact;, up close and personally, for this year has been one of the
rebudding of our home after our five: “Lucy, yowre holding ona
little too-tightly, dearie: lets pull it down and rebuid and this
time; let’s hold on av little more Lightly” has been my interior talk
and has been my experience: Have yow also-had some ‘pulling
down -- budding back up” life experiences; Pilgrim? I bet yow have:
We all have; sooner or later, and they can be some of life’s greatest
stretches and growth opportunities:

So-where do-we go-from herve? Ity 6.30 aum: and still davk in
merry ole England; bul the good news is thai the candle iz still
burneing just as the Light of the Holy Spirit continued and conttnues
His blaging five: For me I'vefound while in the ‘pulling down”
stage and even into-the “budding up” one; what's needed is trust --
trust -- childiike trust -- inour Lord God and #is providence: Al s
well and all iy welly, Pigrim: Owr Lovd died and rose and all is well,

Weth love in Christ
I o your sister;

Lucy

P.S. Thedayslight i coming forth: Yea! The birds have begun
their songs: I remember our lowr guide fHarviel's exclamaiion as we
rounded o curve: She said; “Can yow see where the light is shining
onwithe horigon? That i Lindesfarry the FHoly Iland:”
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My precious Pilgrinmy it is my prayer that each one of us
indvidually becomes a Lindesforny aFtoly Island, wherve the Sow --
S-O-N, our Lord, Jesus Chrvist shines brightly. Ol and then fe can
use us as the “tent stretchers;” “the re-budders; ” and it seems to-all
be based on love; Hix love: And may all be to-His glory. Peace:

Now, lets sing that song again:

FAA# C D EF
Enlarge the place of your tent

F E D GB C
Stretch your tent curtains wide,

DE F C
Do not hold back,

DE F C
Lengthen your cords,

D E F C
Strengthen your stakes

FA# A A CA#CD F FE F
For you will spread out to the right and to the left.

F FA# CDC CA*AGF
Your descendants will dispossess nations,

F A#CD C A#A#A#GF
And settle in their desolate cities.

FF A# AA# C A#C D
All your sons will be taught by the Lord,

F DCDF F E F
And great will be your children’s peace.

Peace; Pigrim: God bless:
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