Come Holy Spivit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

Today I wish we were just eryoying each other's comparny.
Quietly we could share insights we'd gleaned about a very
cmportant sulject;, one which challenges me daily. For me; i&sareal
balancing act. Sometimes I've got it; more often I don't; but when I
do--- aly there is alightness; afreedomy a sense of being able to-
Oreaihe move deeply. There's a space; avquiet, an all-cs-right-in-my -
world readity. I think ils the way our Lovd waniy us to-operaile and
to-live out our lives: But iy such a challenge invowr 215t Century
world; which & the noisiest, the busiest; the most chaotic one ever.

There seems to-be more and more stuffto-sort, and therve seems
to-be more and more activities to-altend; and we mafke wnwealistic
listy of things to-do; but can’t possibly do-them all: Yes; there are
morve corweniences today, but so-whai if we dow't have to-beat the
dirty clothes onav rock to-clean them? Instead; ofien we have to-
work inside and outlside the home; be a husband or wife; or adad
or avmowy orv o grandmother or grandfaiher; be a breadwinner;, o
single pavent; o committee member, avolunieer, a medic; o
counselor, achefy acar-pooter. Our rotes have mulliplied! Yow
name i; ofteny we've got il. That is the responsibilily of seeing that
this cragy madhouse of a world-wharlwind goes around: Why, my
shoulders are getting uplight just thinking aboud all of these roles
and responsibilities we've called upon to-do-in thesy modern age:
Help!
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Let’s see if we can go-back and life some of this load off; see if we
can leave some of it; ak least for a littie while: Most of the roles we
can't alleviale; they truly are required responsibilities: We cary
however; make a list of all we do-and see if there are any activilies
that are “extra-specially” heavy on us and ifoptional; see if we
can’t gracefilly get out of themu Resign ingood standing: Get o
replacement. Call up and just say “no:” Whailever. leave it; let go;
quit.

Inthe past I Ve had to-resign from many activities because of
other responsibiities: And yow know, many I never picked up again
and they re doing just fine: Probably in many instances even better
without me--one tired; worn-out, spread-to-thin member can only
be dead weight, put o real drag on the whole operaiion:

Yow know, there have been hundyeds of books written on
semplicity. Many of them arve good and can be helpful: Ifyow like
specific directions and “how to”” books; go-for it: Read afew. I have:
“How to-Organige Your Closetl. How to-Prepare aMonii's Worth of
Mealy in Two-Days: How to-Be a Super Wife and Still Take Out the
Garbage: How lo-Be aSweet, Kind; Understanding, Wih-it Mother.
How to-Be a Compassionate Friend: #How to-Fal. How to-Sleep. #How
lo-Exercise: Fow to-Walk: 7How to-Talk: 7ow to-Dress:” -- Help! Ity
becoming heavy again! Often I d implement the suggestions for o
weef or two; bul then I d be back to-my old ways and feel heavier
fromv defeat and a sense of faclwre -- but, Pilgrimy we are to-be
“Kingdom Dwellers” -- right here and now on this earth We are to-
be different, set apart, unique; lovers of Chwist and others: The gifty
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of the FHoly Spirit should be present.: love; joy, peace; palience;
kindness; goodness; fadthfiiness; humdiity, and self-control. Thaty
Galations 5.22. And it seems thai an atmosphere of simplicity helps
give these God given gifty an envwirorumnent in which to-flourish

Whait do-I do-to-try and seek the balance? This little
struggling pilgrim tries to-go-away, like owr Lord, Jesus dids to-a
lonely place: My cup geis emptly pretly easily and pretly quickly. I've
a very leaky vessel and have to-constantly seek refill: Dacly I try to-
St Many ofyou have probably heard of Cenlering Prayer. I
literally go-indo-my clothes closet like to-the wardyobe in C.S. Lewis’
Navrnia World and try to-be quiet and listen to-the Lovd for 20
mirwides each day. Often i iy the noisiest time of ally but that’s O.X.
Ity a neunber one priovidty. I want, yearry desive; crave to-be inan
temade; loving relaiionship with the Lord: It is He and He alone
that gives me strengith and solace and divection and calm and
quiet. For me; iy like dadly planting o stake into-the Rock and
clacming; exclacming “Lovd; I'mhere: Lord; I loveyow: Lovd; T
wani to-be totally yowrs: Yow know me inside and out. Yow know my
negodives: Youw know my positives: Lord; I yearn for every cell of my
body to-be ssuvendered to- Yow and to-come under Your Lorvdship.
Make me: Break me: Mold me into-Your desigry not mine:”

As I said; thiy iy some of the noisiest time of my day, Pilgrimy inv
hai it is very hard for me to-be menially quiet and that's O.K. T
picture myself-as av very squirmy young child like one of my
grandchildren who-can't sit still: He or she will sit cn my lap for o
second or two-and then jiump down and run around and then jump
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back up again. I'mdelighited to-be with that precious child; even in
his or her bugyness: I believe our Lovd evyoys such visity; too:

Yow think thes Heidi-like room I m sciting in vight now feels
right, let me tell youy the space and place of guiet with the Lord far
surpasses any room: Tolk aboul scmplicly! Cenlering Prayer doesnwt
take the place of other Gpes of proyer; such as intercession and
pracse and thanksgiving: Its just o added plus:

The struggle for simplicily, Pilgrimy conlinues: Guess whad?
Somelimes; sometimes; the struggle gives way to-a dance; o dance
with the Lovd: And it’s not about understanding as much as it is
aboul saying “yes:” The Llovd calls yow right where yow are: Yow
don't have to-get everthing right, and then come; yow just come --
and sit cn s lap and tadk and squirm and jimp up and down and
rest and listen to-Love and let Love love: ICy in thal freedom -- that
exercise -- hak priorily thait everything else can flow and flourish

People; places and things take on o new, freshy lighter
dimension: AU becomes more about stewardship and holding on
lightly. There seems to-be a holy detachment that can develop.

The image that I d like to-leave with yow today which was
given by avlady named Mrs: McReynolds: She was a renowned flower
arvanger-teacher in Biarminghamy Alabama: She said when
arvanging flowers to-be sure to-leave spaces amongst the blossoms so-
a bulterfly can weave ity way thwough: Spaces: I think ik's all about
spaces; hotly spaces; when we taldk aboul simplicety, orv badance or
becomeing whait our Lord intends:

We muust draw apart from our busy world and we must seek ovr
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Lordis face: That space can become aholy place where the breath of
God can breaihe on us: Ity not about doing; but rather being;
Spaces: Holy spaces: Might yowy Pilgriny be needing such a
world where the butterflies can take flight more eascly? I know I do-
Now ity time to-go-sit width yow-know-who: Pilgrimy may yow have a
I amv your sister in Chwist;
Lucy
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