Come #oly Spirit

Heal the brokenhearted
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

I made an announcement al our weekday church service thait
al 7.00 I'd be going to-an interdenominalional prayer group.
Fortunately, two-others wanied to-join me hal night so-icnunediaiely
afier the service we weni:

It was a smadl intimaie setting ak this church: There must
have beenw about 75 of us: I hale to-even meniion the numbers, but7
hink thes was part of my own personal heart stretch: Seventy of the
ladies weve black and five were white: Trudy, I donw'tthink it was the
black-white situaiion where I found any discomfort. I have ondy
experienced brvotherly love and hospitadily each time I 've worshipped
v a black church: Thejoyful music has always lifted me and been a
blessing and drawn me closer to-the Lord: The heartfelt preaching
and teaching has always lifted me and been av blessing and drawn
me closer to-the Lovd: I'mvan honorary member of the True Divine
Baptist Church Chodr and my few visily have always lifted me and
been a blessing and drawn me closer to-the Lord:

No; &t wasw't thai; bul I must admdil the photographer who-was
made me a bit uncomfortadle: I must admt that I prayed; “Lovd;
please let me not be on the frond page of the newspaper for some
people might not understand.”

Another heart stretch opportunddy occuwrved: “OK, Lucy, yowre

willing to-go-out; just as long as no-one knows: Ol sure that
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soundy like a disciple; an apostie; afollower of Christ:” With this
nlernal humbling conversaiiony I settled back down and was able
to-once again be blessed by the service:

The ondy other constriction of the heart that I d like to-confess
4 thai the service ended wilh an alter call: Al went up front. We
held hands: Yow coudd hear some singing; somepraying; and some
speaking intongues: This part of the service took ona whole
ddferent feeling: I would have to-say it was like av big wave coming
to-shove: It would begin calmly, slowly and then the energy would
budd as i it were a musical crescendo: Individuals werve being
prayed over. Al of avsudden therve was one who-stowted jerking inv
an unconlrolladble motion. I had never seen such: A group of ladies
encircled her;, laid hands on her. I remember one lady kept
conxing her with JTust say Jesus; balby. Just sy Jesus:” She coulan’t.
It was some weird gloppy incomprehensible words coming out of her
mouiti: They kept praying and finally there was a calmy o peace
and the girl coudd say Jesus” and then T love yowy Jesus:”
Sporndaneous praise broke out by the individual and then by all: T
believe withy all my heart it was real and it waswt staged or
preplanned. It was a teenage givl whose mother was one of the
worship leaders. She had been standing next to-me; holding my
hond earilier inthe service: There was true rejoicing by the mother;
the daughier, the whole congregaiion whewn she found peace:

This experience was also-a heart-stretching one: The internal
talk went like thes: “OK, Lucy, yowfeel uncomfortable: Do-yow think
these experiences are of the FHoly Spirit? Ifyouw're uncomfortadle with

©2002



wiknessing iz power;, do-yow thew in essence wani to-limit il?” We
are commanded inthe Bible;, “Do-not quench the Spivit.” #How woudd
yow hawve felt on Penlecost in thai upper roowy Lucy? Would yow
have run? Would yow have stood in the corner and wateched and
said no-way, jose? I dow't want this wind and fire and speaking
funny stuff I like order. I likepredictabdity! I like
controllabidity!”

“Whose; Lucy?” Lord; forgive:

I now realige some of my tradditions of worship and the
cmportance I ve placed on those traditions have caused me to-form
awisible barvier wally: I've unknowingly been doing my own little
separaling and dviding dance with the universal church: Lord;
forgive:

Enlarge the place of your tent;
Stretch your tent curtains wide;
Do-not hotld back:

Lengthen your cords;

Strengihen your siakes;
For yow will spread out to-the right and to-the lefi.

Your descendaniy will dispossess nations
And settle in the desolate cities
Ol your sons will be taughit by the Lord
And great will be yowr children’s peace:
How are your tenis; Pilgrim? How ave those sides?
God bless: Let’s do-some stretching:
Lucy
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