Come #oly Spirit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

My husboand and I are on a weeklong cruise in the Greef
Turkish Isles with three other couples: It is a trip of av lifetime:
The beauty is indescribable -- the agure crystal- clear water;
the stark rugged mouniaing the surprise hidden harbors
where pastel houses hang:

The visit to-the Island of Pailmos was an unexpected ¢ifi.
Our dinerary seems to-evolve one day al a-time; depending on
owr captain and the weather. It s a reald adventure course:
When we; the passengers; learn our daily destinatiory we run
and read the guidebook and thenw I usuadly run and sit ok the
front of the boak and just watchy wakch and wadit and
anticipaie: The wind blows through your hair: The sun shines
v your eyes: The stand slowly comes into-view and then the
port. Yow seem to-be lilled in as if a magnet is pulling you
Ity quite exciling and quite thrilling: Whai I can't get over &5
the lack of traffic on the open wakers and the unspoiled borven
beauly of these slands: This world seems changeless: I trudy
can imagine passing St. Paul on one of his missconary trips:

Today, however, as I mentioned; my focus has been on
Johw and his isle of exile; Patmos: Onarvival, owr party took
laxis up to-the top to-the monastery of-Johwvand outside of this
ancient fortress structure; we were instyucted to-go-to-this white
angular adobe-like budding: We climbed the steep walkway
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Pwough the entrance; down a descending hallway, through
another door to-the leff. It led us back outzide; then downa

steep set of stairs where we came upon the entlrance to-the cave
of St. John:

I'mv sl holding a strong memory of this place: It s white
and bright and Light; which seems so-odd and inappropriate
for awcave: I'mvsure the previous strong sun and stucco-
structure have something to-do- with thes impressiory but'l
believe the real reason was because of the pilgrims alyeady
gathered in that holy space and place: Yow see; there were
about 25 men and women sealed when we entered: Owr little
party of ecghi joined them: We learned from a priest that these
Christions were receni corwerty from java invSoutheast Asia. A
guide who-also-spoke English told about the cave and St. Johw:
There is an actual spot where they think he slept and another
area; Which could have been used as a stone desk: Whether
fact or fiction doesn't maiter to-me; though nowing the
ancient traddlion of passing facty down from one generailion
to-the next; I believe the chances are read; Pilgrim: Whaitl
found truly awesome was the reaction of these newly baptiged
Christians to-this holy ground: They worshipped with geal:
They sang with gusto: They proyed with fervor. The first
chapter of Revelation was read aloud and then translaied:
There were tears: There were declaraiions of “‘Allelwia’ and
Amen.” I cordd imagine a similar response to- “the Word” in
Johw's time when the gospel fire was just beginning to-set the
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world ablage: I know that evangelical atmosphere would have
beenv very simdar. Can yow sense the excilement of those liltle
pockety of early Chwistiandly? They had to-have gathered in
secrecy invorder to-survive the dangers of persecuiion: A
message would have gone out into-the communddy thait o letter
had arvived from anApostle: Ak the excitement, the thvill the
Joy that such adecree would have evoked: Each word read of
“The Word” would hawve fanned the fire of faith and helped set
their world ablage:

Ablage! Whai I want to-take home; what I wani to-
remember and never forget is thai strong; feariess sense of the
Hotly Spivit;, Who-is active and iy alive and is well: I tongues of
fire and swirls of wind had bloww thwough that cave today, I
woldn’c have been ssuprised: The almosphere was that
clectrifiing:

Inthe past, I've cynically and distanily observed such a
world on 7V. I've beenw able to-rationaligze and to-calegorige
the scenes and then flip to-another channel: Then last year
our gorgeous; Gothic stacned-glass-windowed church hosted a
weekend healing ministry. Wow! We the conservaiive middle-
of-the-road church had a packed house with people being
healed and slacn in the Spirit left and right! Hello? I had to-
ask myselfy “Where are yow going to-put and package this
episode; Lucy?”

Ol our Lovd is so-good: He is so-very mevciful: He is so-
kind; so-paiient and so-loving: It was as i e were tenderly
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growing me up in this greaier understanding; which usually
means Rnocking falsehoods down.

After that expansive weekend; I was lefe with av deep sense
O humdity. Yow know Jesus said to-not grieve the Spirit: I
think I have grieved 7tim many times; by trying to-limil His
power; by trying to-undersiand His power; or even worse; by
trying to-condain or control Hisg Power. Hello? We've talking
aboul the Power of our Lovd God here! Lord; forgive:

Inthe Old Testament, were told of those who-touched the
Ark of the Covenant and were instantly kiled and here I've
been trying to-downplay the Power of our Almighty Godls Holy
Spirit. I dowtthink so! Lovd; forgive: Because of Christs cross
and love; He does; Pilgrim:

I believe this Isle of Patmos experience was another one of
those teaching gifts: e wanted me to-know, even ina more
profound way, #His Holy Spirit’s Power. Some of our boat party
whispered; “Are they speaking in tongues?” They were:
Natwrally, I meary the Holy Sparit was present and when that'’s
the case; anything canhapper: Righi? Like John wriling the
Book of Revelaiion in acave -- anything can happer:

Yow know, I mvnot a writer, bul I sense that I can
sometimes write Wil the help of -- ‘A Friend.” Thaty with o
capital F.” Yowknow, my chuwrch iy sStill Gothic and
conservedlive and middle of the roady but I sense thai it iy now
more aflame becawse of -- “a Friend.” Thats with a capital
g
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Welly; Pigrimy &y time for bed; but before we end; may I

close your letter with this ancient of ancient proyers:

“Come Holy Spivit;

Fell the hearts of your fadhfiul
And kindle in us the fire of Your love
Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created
And yow shall renew the face of the earth.
O God who-by the light of the FHoly Spirit
Did instruct the hearty of the fadhfid;
Grant that by that same Holy Spirit
We may be truly wise and ever eryoy
Hiz consolations; through Chvist owr Lord:
Amen:”

Pilgrimy may #His fire continue to-blage: I thank the lord
for today’s island cave experience: I thank tHimfor these fellow
friends and pilgrims on this trip. I thank Hom for you: And; of
course; most profoundly, I thank tHim for sending #His Som and
His #Holy Sprit:

Your Scster i Chwist;
Lucy
God bless:
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