Come #Holy Spivit
Use me o Your glory
Preccous Pilgrimy

I had the most unwsual of Ascenscon Days: My husband
and I live right oulside of Oxford; England. 7e iy aProfessor of
American FHistory for the University. We altend St: Mary the
Virgin Anglican Church; which is the University Church

One of thés church's traditions (needless to-say, becng 720
years old; theve are alot of traditions) iy the “beating of the
boundaries:” Thes ceremony has taken place on Ascension Day
sence The Middle Ages:

I didnw’t know what was in storve; but was anxiously
looking forward to-the experience: We started with an 830
Holy Communion Service inthe Chapel: At ity conclusiory the
congregaliory clergy, and a class of schootlboys gathered in the
main sanctuary for brief instructions: We werve told that we
were to-visit four colleges adjacent to-the church grounds: They
were Brasenose; AL Sowls; Universily and Oriel: At each one; we
wordd mark the appropriale stone: “Marking” meant first
drawing with chalk a cross and then the indtials S.M.V., which
stood for St: Mary the Virgin Church; and then the year. The
second port of marking the boundary was to-hit the stone with
long wooder canepoles: Asthe six designaled stvikers would
hit; we woudd yell, “Markd, Marks, Marki, Movk!.” Having been
well instructed; we then were off to-make the rounds:

We were met at each college by an official who-greeted ws:
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Afler performing our duly of “Marking the Boundaries” (as yow
canv imagine the 11 year-old boys were the most enthusiastic of
the stone hitters), we would then sing one or two-hymns: Afier
which; we were shown hospiladity by each college -- Brasenose
gave ug chocolaile; University gave us ice cream: The Master of
Oriel threw coins and candy out of his upstairs window and Al
Souly gave Ly customary cherrvy cake: The reason for this
custom i that the college’s central quadyangle originally
belonged to-the church and was a-chervy orchard: Afier
purchase; the college cul down the trees; as compensaiion it
yearly gives cherry cake to-St. Mary s Church onAscension Day.

It was a fun activity. Some of the stones were hard to-
reach -- hidden ingardens or high up ona wall: There really
was some work in gelting the job-properly done: And why, why
has that ritual been in place for handreds of vears? It was very
mportani to-know where a church’s boundaries lay. Early ovy
few read or wrote: There were no-surveyors to-accurodely mark
out tervitory. It was imperaiive that these boundaries were
knowry, for each parish was regponsible for taking care of ity
needy -- widows; orphans; poor, disabled; sick; dying; elderly.
It was the church's responsibilddy to-take care of those within iy
boundaries:

Even though the world has changed and those
responsibilities are no-longer solely the church’s; i was av
grand remuinder of not ondy this early chuwrch'’s life; but even
the very eartly 15t cendury church'y life:
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Listen to-the world of the early chuwrch as described by
Luke invActy 4.:32-35 -- “all the believers were one inheart and
mind.” No-one claimed that any of his possesscons was his owry
but they shared everything they had: With greai power the
aposties continued to-testtfy to-the resurvection of the Lovd
Jesus; and much grace was upon them all There were no-
needy persons among them: For fromtime to-time; those who-
owned lands and howses sold themy brought the money from
the sales and put it akl the apostiles’ feet and it was distvibuded
lo-aryone as he had need:

AN Ay 242 -47 says --

“They devoted themselves to-the aposties’ teaching and to-
the fellowship, to-the breaking of bread and to-prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe; and many wonders and
mivaculous signs were done by the aposties: Allthe believers
were together but had everything incommon: Selling ther
possesscons and goods; they gave to-anyone as he had need:
Every day they continued to-meet together in the temple courts:
They broke bread in thedr homes and ate together with glad
and sincere heorts; pracsing God and evyoying the foavor of all
the people: And the lovd added to-thedr neumber daily those
who-were becng saved:”

Boundaries: Marked instone -- boundaries. That is whai
I have been dealing with this day. Somehow, they feel rather
light, tight, especially on this day of all days: Ascension Day.
Ascension Day was when boundaries werve lifted or akt least
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stretched or changed or rearvanged as owr Lovd, Jesus Chvist
ascended to-be with His Father God to-reigw for all eternity.

Marked in stone boundaries might have made sense for
the Middle Age world and thank the dear Lord; they did take
care of those thait needed it. Asfor us modern day Christians
mighit we be called to-go-beyond the boundaries ov ak least
allow those boundaries to-be stretched by the foly Spirit?

I just recenily read the book; The Proyer of-Jabesg; by Bruce
Wilkinsory which I thoroughly enjoyed: I especially like
meditating on this proayer found in I Chronicles 4.9-10.

And, Jabey called on the God of Israel saying, Ol that
yow would bless me  indeed and enlarge my tervitory,

thai yowr hand would be with me
and thai you would keep me from evil
thai I may not cause pain:”

That soundy like o stretchy doesnw't it; Plgrim? And listen
to-the words of Isaial 54. 2,3, andil3, which I put-in song form
afew years ago-to-help me vemember the verses:

F AA# C D & F
“Enlarge the place of your tent
F & D B C
Streteh your tent curtains wide;
D EF C
do-not hold back
D & F C

lengthen your cords
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D E F C
strengthen your siakes
F A# A A# CA# C D F F & F
For yow will spread oul to-the right and to-the lefi
F FA# C D CA# A G F
Your descendaniy will dispossess nations;
F A#ZDC A#A#AGF
and settie in thedr desolate cities:
FF A# A A#¥ C A# C D
Al your sons will be taughi by the Lord;
F D C DF F & F
and great will be your children’s peace:”

A~y Pilgriny it was fun having candy and cake and ice
creamvtoday. It was fun singing and marking boundaries: A
good traddion: A grander tradition; however;, one set up not
hundreds; but raither thowsandys of years ago; iy to-let the #Holy
Spirit set the bounds; stretch the bounds: No-telling how large
the expansioru

Owr Lord, Jesus did say in Mark 16.15, “Go-into-all the
world and preach the good news to-all creation.” Thait sounds
pretty boundless; donw't you think?

And Paul said in Ephesians 3. 8.9 -- “‘Although I am the
very least of all the saints; this grace was given to-me to-bring
to-the Genliles the news of the boundliess riches of Christ, and to-
make everyone see Whai is the plan of the mysitery hidden for
ages in God who-crealed all things:”
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Boundless -- “Boundless riches of Christ:™
Thait's the thought I d like to-leave with yow this day,
Pdgrim: May the Foly Spirit continue the expansion of the love
of God thwough Chvist Jesus our Lovd: Againy may the #Holy
Spirit condinue in the expansion of the love of God through
Christ Jesus our Lovd: May we each be instruments of 7tis
expansive love -- Boundless love -- soundy like o good world to-
me: What do-yow think; Pilgrim?
May all be to-owur Lovd’s glory.
Your sister in Christ;
Lucy
God bless:
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